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Soma Balázs-Piri has started to play piano at the age of 8, his teacher has been Emőke Sóti 
Szobonya since then. Since then he has won first prize at numerous international and 
national piano competitions. In 2019, he won Hungary's most important piano 
competition and in Novi Sad he won the Grand Prix the same year. In 2018, he became the 
age group winner of the “Virtuosos” classical music TV talent competition. In 2019, he was 
awarded by the Minister of Human Capacities in Hungary and became the Young Talent of 
Szeged. While performing in New York with other winners of “Virtuosos”, he met opera 
singer Maestro Placido Domingo, with whom they have become friends and keep a 
professional contact ever since. In 2019, he gave an all-night concert with the London 
Mozart Players chamber orchestra in London, and with a fellow pianist they gave a 2-hours 
concert at the Qatara Opera House in Doha, Qatar. He took part in master classes abroad 
and at home, where his teachers included Rita Kinka, Yuval Adamy, Marcus Schirmer - who 
invited Soma to the University of Music in Graz, and prof. dr. Kerek Ferenc, dr. Kálmán 
Dráfi, János Balázs, Sándor Falvai, Gábor Eckhard. His current mentor is Gergely Bogányi, 
Kossuth- and Liszt Ferenc Prize-winning pianist.

Young Concert Platform 

The presentation video consists of 3 parts. The first part is from the finals of the 
“Virtuosos” classical music TV talent competition in 2018, where he played the 3rd 
movement of Mendelssohn’s piano concerto in G minor. The interesting thing about the 
performance is that Soma heard the piece for the first time less than 4 weeks before this 
final, so he had to learn a completely new piece, knowing that on one hand an entire 
country would be watching him to play it live in the studio, and on the other hand, the 
stake was high, as only the top three competed in the final. He took his chances and won 
his age group with this performance. The second part of the presentation video is a 
quarantine concert filmed recently. During this concert he played three pieces: Bach: 
English Suite in G minor, Beethoven: Pathetic Sonata and Chopin's Ballad in G minor. 
Soma  And the third part: In August 2019, on the occasion of a stadium opening concert 
in Szeged, Soma was conducted by Maestro Placido Domingo and was accompanied by 
the MÁV Symphony Orchestra, he played he played the 1st movement of Grieg’s piano 
concerto in A minor. In the final of the concert, Soma accompanied the Maestro on piano 
as well as Grammy-winning opera singer Ana Maria Martinez.
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